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Key Scenes 

 

 Alfieri’s opening speech 
 

 Eddie’s initial over-protective nature over Catherine’s 
appearance/career/interaction with other men (P1-15) 
 

 Beatrice challenging Eddie on his behaviour/their deteriorating 
relationship 
 

 Eddie’s obvious jealousy when Catherine spends time with 
Rodolpho (p15 onwards esp. p23-33) 
 

 Seeking out Alfieri for advice over what he could do to separate 
them (p33-46) 
 

 Others commenting on Eddie’s jealousy/intensity (e.g. Rodolpho 
and bird quote) 
 

 Eddie calling the Immigration Bureau through utter desperation to 
keep her for himself 
 

 Catherine’s subsequent hatred of Eddie and Beatrice resolutely still 
standing by his side (p67-72) 

 

 Eddie dying on his own blade (end of play) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Themes 

 

 Importance of restraint/self-control 
 

 Importance of family/loyalty/honour 
 

 Consequences of betrayal/jealousy etc. 
 

 Entrapment 
 

 Fear 
 

 Control 
 

 Importance of respect (including self-respect and respect for the 
laws that govern society) 
 

 Complexities of families/relationships 
 

 Importance of the law/justice/rules 

 
 
 

RESPECT: 

- Eddie wants his ‘respect’ at a time when he doesn’t deserve it. 
- A quote to show this is when Beatrice says, ‘What do you want 

now?’ and then Eddie says, ‘I want my respect!’ 
- He has realised he has nearly lost everything and he is desperate to 

get his respect back from everyone, especially Beatrice and 
Catherine. 

- Catherine used to look up to Eddie and respect him but now she 
really doesn’t and can barely look at him anymore. 

- When Eddie says ‘I want my respect, Beatrice, and you know what 
I’m talkin’ about.’ And ‘What I feel like doin’ in the bed and what I 
don’t feel like doin’. I don’t want no –‘ He is saying he choses when 
they get ‘intimate’ and when they don’t, not the other way round. 
He is asserting his alpha male role and putting Beatrice in her place. 



- However, in saying all of this, Eddie is being a complete hypocrite in 
the fact that he doesn’t like how no one respects him, yet he shows 
respect to no one. 

- Therefore, Eddie doesn’t deserve his ‘respect’ from anyone 
considering he doesn’t give anyone else respect. 

 

 

HONOUR/LOYALTY:  

- Marco shows loyalty towards his brother, Rodolpho. Marco, being 
the quiet and respectable one out of the two brothers, does 
something out of his nature and stands up for his brother when 
Eddie is putting Rodolpho down.  

- Marco’s warning to Eddie, ‘like a glare of warning into a smile of 
triumph, and Eddie’s grin vanished as he absorbs the look.’ – This 
shows that Marco doesn’t like Eddie treating Rodolpho badly. 

- Eddie, being stuck in his bubble of ignorance, thinks that he is being 
loyal to his family by fighting Marco. 

- Even though Beatrice knows that Eddie has feelings for Catherine, 
she is still forever loyal to Eddie and always sticks up for him, 
therefore showing loyalty. She stands by him throughout the whole 
play. 

- One of the reasons why Eddie finds it hard to admit his love for 
Catherine is because he knows how dishonourable it is. 

 

 

JEALOUSY 

- Eddie is jealous of Rodolpho and thinks he is trying to steal 
Catherine away from him. Eddie doesn’t like the fact that Catherine 
is paying much more attention to Rodolpho rather than him. He 
wants Catherine all to himself and is terrified of losing her. 

- Beatrice could be jealous of Catherine for being the centre of 
Eddie’s attention. 

 

 

 



CONTROL 

- Eddie has always had control over Catherine. He wants to keep her 
at home forever and is reluctant to let her grow up. Eddie has 
unwittingly kept Catherine as a child, as shown through his and 
Beatrice’s use of nicknames for Catherine, such as ‘Madonna’. 

- Eddie wants control over Marco and Rodolpho as they are in his 
house and he feels he needs to assert his alpha male position but 
they don’t let him control them, so Eddie is extremely annoyed. 

- Eddie: ‘Now don’t aggravate me, Katie, you are walkin’ wavy! I don’t 
like the look they’re giving you in the candy store. And with them 
new high heels on the side walk – clack, clack, clack. The heads are 
turning’ like windmills.’ 

 
 
 
JUSTICE & LAW (COMMUNITY LAW vs. AMERICAN LAW) 

 
- The play is based around two laws, the American law and the 

Italian Community law/rules. The community have their own 
way of doing things; nothing is written in the Italian community 
they make up rules that appear to be justice. This is compared to 
the American law that is written and has to follow strict 
guidelines, handling things in a certain way.  

- In the Italian community they focus more about loyalty, respect 
and justice instead of the law. We see the effects of the law 
through an Italian/American lawyer called Alfieri. He wants to be 
able to help Eddie, as Alfieri has community ties but the 
American law dictates that he cannot help until something 
‘unnatural’ has been done. 

- To summarise, justice in the Italian community is completely 
different from the law in America.  Alfieri thinks it is better to 
settle for half i.e. compromise between the two cultures. 

 

 
LOVE AND SELF INTEREST 
 

- Different types of love are portrayed throughout the play; the love 
between husband and wife, family or a love between a niece or 
daughter, but the main love that was focused on greatly was the 



incestuous love Eddie felt towards Catherine. This was a love that 
affected all the characters in the play, but mainly Beatrice who felt 
that Eddie’s love for Catherine was too much, and she felt like she 
wasn’t a proper wife as she never received the respect from Eddie 
that she deserved.  

- This incestuous loves quickly lead to his fast downfall which was self 
interest and later on becomes directly responsible for his own 
death. Eddie always had hidden agendas throughout the play.  

- One example would be when Eddie tries to show Rodolpho who is 
boss within the house hold by showing him boxing moves. This 
might have simply looked like he was trying to teach Rodolpho to 
box but it becomes apparent to us that he has other motives all 
based on his own self interests (Catherine.)  

- Another example was when Eddie had an argument with Beatrice 
about the new immigrants staying with Rodolpho and Marco, Eddie 
knows that he had told on them and he never wanted the other 
family to be involved, however he told Beatrice that he didn’t want 
Rodolpho and Marco to get found out because of the other 
Immigrants getting tracked (we know that was hidden from Beatrice 
to protect himself.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Literary Features 
 
 
Elements of Tragedy 
 

 The audience are aware of the bad things that are going on and the 
things that would possibly come around and destroy Eddie. His 
selfishness and self interest brings about his downfall which then 
brings about his death.  

 “Let her go, that’s my advice” This quote by Alfieri conveys a tragic 
image as Eddie refuses this advice and only does things for his own 
selfishness and self interest. 

 At the end of the drama, Eddie realises his love for Beatrice and 
realises his faults. This is evidence of a tragedy as these are 
symptoms of a tragic hero being destroyed by his own flaw. 

 
 
Impact of Stage Directions 
 

 Behaviour and actions of characters are shown through stage 
directions: 

 Eddie talking/facing Marco even when Rodolpho is included in the 
conversation – shows Eddie doesn’t like Rodolpho and wont even give 
him the chance to get to know him 

 Glances made between Catherine and Eddie – shows they care for one 
another/always checking on one another 

 Eddie talking out a knife in the fight and then being stabbed himself by 
it – shows everything that he’s done has been from his own mistakes 

 Eddie dying in Beatrices’ arms – the one he actually loves 

 Eddie grabs hold of Catherine and kisses her and Rodolpho trys to 
relieve her and Eddie kisses his hand – shows Eddies true feelings for 
Catherine and trying to prove the point that Rodolphos’ gay 

 Marco raises the chair in front of Eddie with one hand and shows Eddie 
how strong he is – shows a sign that Eddie needs to back down 

 Catherine sitting on Eddies knee – phallic image of the cigar.   Eddie tells 
her to be careful not to burn herself – suggests she is distracted and 
suggests he cares for her 

 
 
 



Foreshadowing 
 

 Alfieri Act one page 31 “my first thought was that he had 
committed a crime” foreshadows the crime he ends up committing 
to his community and how he goes against all his beliefs and 
cultural morals which gives a sense of inevitability and re-enhances 
the idea of tragedy. 

 Alfieri in the prologue  page 4 “ Now we settle for half” foreshadows 
how Eddie doesn’t follow what everyone else does and does not 
settle for half and gives the sense of  the universal quality of the 
theme of justice. 

 Alfieri Act one page 34 “let her go. That’s my advice” foreshadows 
that Alfieri knows what Eddie is capable of doing if he doesn’t let his 
love go for his niece and reinforces the sense of tragedy.  

 Catherine Act two page 44 “I’m afraid of Eddie here” shows she has 
a feeling what Eddie may end up doing. 

 Act one scene 3 Eddie and Rodolpho play fighting and Eddie is trying 
to prove he is stronger then Marco steps in and raises the chair and 
dominates Eddie. This foreshadows what happens in the end how 
Marco turns Eddie’s knife on him and defends himself and his 
brother.  

 The Vinny Bolzano story told by Eddie as a warning to Catherine 
highlights Eddie’s strong feelings on betrayal and reveals that he is 
well aware of the consequences of informing on your own 
family/community.  It also foreshadows his decision to phone 
immigration which highlights how dramatically Eddie has been 
changed by his obsessive desire for Catherine and how powerful an 
influence his self-interest (tragic flaw) is.  It creates a sense of 
inevitability in relation to Eddie’s fate. 

 
Imagery 
 

 Phallic symbol: Catherine lighting Eddie’s cigar has powerful sexual 
connotations 

 Catherine’s high heels- Eddie tells her to take them off as the 
represent her growing up and become an attractive sexual being and 
Eddie does not like this 

 Brooklyn bridge- represents the path of opportunity and the 
American dream and also a link between the American and Italian 
cultures 



 View from the bridge suggests Alfieri can see over the bridge and see 
the whole picture and see what Eddie will inevitably end up doing.  

 ‘Eyes like tunnels’- shows Eddie is going to a dark place due to his 
incestuous feelings. 

 
Irony 
 

 Beatrice calls Eddie an angle in act 1 page 8- ironic as he turns out to 
do something terrible to his family which causes so many problems 
for them all. 

 When Eddie kisses Catherine and Rodolpho- ironic because Eddie 
always said Rodolpho was not right and implied he was homosexual  

 Catherine and Rodolpho dancing to “paper doll” the words in the sing 
sum up how Eddie feels about Catherine and it becomes too much for 
him to handle and he puts an end to the dancing. 

 Eddie always demanding respect and talking about honour and then 
his actions result in him losing everything he had desired.  

 
Dramatic Irony 
 

 A lot of dramatic irony in the timing of the play: 

 Immigration officer arrives just after Eddie Catherine and Beatrice are 
arguing about where to put the immigrants. 

 Eddie calls the immigration bureau the day Catherine decides to get 
married.   

 Eddie dying on his own knife reinforces that his self interest has led to 
his destruction- emphasises the tragic hero idea.   

 Creates sense of inevitability – can see what is going to happen but 
waiting to see HOW it will happen.  Audience feel powerless just as 
Alfieri does. 

 
Symbolism 

 Catherine’s high heels: Symbolises her entering adulthood. 

 The lifting of the chair: Symbolises Marco’s strength and control 
over Eddie. 

 The kiss: Symbolises Eddie’s desperation and the fact he has 
resorted to last measures. 

 Brooklyn Bridge: Symbolises on one end, the American lifestyle and 
on the other, the Italian lifestyle. 



 
Analysis: 
 
High Heels 

 Eddie’s controlling nature over Catherine, he commands her what 
to do. 

 Eddie does not want Catherine to bee seen in a sexual way like the 
heels represent. 

 Eddie refuses to let Catherine grow up, heels represent growing up 
(worn by older women) 

 Start of Catherine’s rebellion away from Eddie 

 Catherine’s isolated life, she sees it as an opportunity to wear high 
heels. 

 
Brooklyn Bridge 

 American law on the one side, Red Hook on the other 

 Linkage between American + Italian culture 

 Reminder of American Dream 

 Gives you a wider perspective of the Italian community 

 Alfieri is almost the view from the bridge as he clarifies ideas or 
things that are confusing, just like if you were to look from a bridge 
then you would see everything 

 The bridge is a chance to get away from the secluded society     
 


